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SUB J : TRIP TO USSR BY AFGHAN MINISTER OF PLANNING 

1 . ALI ALMAD KHURRAM, AFGHAN MINISTER OF PLANNING, IS SCHEDULED 
TO DEPART KABUL ON SEPTEMBER 30 FOR THE SOVIET UNION REPORTEDLY 
TO DISCUSS SOVIET ASSISTANCE WITH AN IRRIGATION PROJECT IN 
BALKH PROVINCE USING WATER FROM THE AMU DARYA. WHILE SUCH 
VISITS ARE NOT UNCOMMON, WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE AFGHANS ARE 
HAVING SERIOUS PROBLEMS WITH THE SOVIETS REGARDING THIS 
PROJECT (POSSIBLY DISAGREEMENT OVER THE VOLUME OF DIVERSION) 
AND WE APPRECIATE HEARING ANYTHING EMBASSY MOSCOW MIGHT 
PICK UP REGARDING KHURRAM'S TRIP. 

2. DECLASSIFY DECEMBER 31, 1977. 
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